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~~ HERE is a reftlefs Endeavour in the 
Mind of Man after Happinefs. This Ap- 

; petite is wrought into the Original Frame 
> ° of our Nature, and exerts it-felf.in all 


ris'of the Creation that are endued with any de-~ 


» of. Thought or. Senfe..: But as the Human 

is dignified by a more comprehenfive Faculty 

than can be found in the inferior Animals, . it is na- 
tural for‘ Mén not’ only torhave an Eye; each to his 
own Happinefs, .but alfo to endeavour to promote 
that of others in the fame Rank of Being: And in 
pifestion to the’'Generofity that is ingredient inthe 


emper.of the Soul, the Object of its Benevolence: 
is of a’larger or narrower Extent. There is hardly. 


a Spirit upon Earth fo mean and contracted, as to 
center all Regards on its own Intereft, exclufive of 
the reft of Mankind. Even the felfifh Man hath fome 


fhate of Love, which he beftows on his Family and ° 


his Friends. A nobler Mind hath at Heart the common 
Intereft of the Society. or Country of which he 
makés a Part. . And there is ftill a more diffufive 
Spirit, whofe Being or Intentions reach the whole 
Mafs of Mankind, and: are continued beyond the 
prefent Age, to a Succeffion of future Genera- 


tions. , 


The Advantage arifing to him whohatha Tin@ture : 


of this Generofity on his Sout, is, that he is affected 
with a fublimer Joy than can be comprehended by 
oné whofs deftitute of that noble Relith. ioe Hap- 
. pinels of the reft of Mankind hath a natural Connexi- 
on with that of 2 reafonable Mind. And in propor- 
tion, as the A@ions of each Individual contribute 
to this End, he muft be thought to deferve well or ill 
th of the World and of himfelf. I have in alate 
ot obferved, that Men who have no reach of 
Thought do oft mifplace their Affeétions on the 
Means, without refpeét to the End, and by a pre- 
pofterous defire of things in themfelves indifferent, 
forego the Enjoyment of that Happinefs which 
thofe things are inftramentai to obtain. This Qb- 
fervation has been confidered with regard ta Cri- 
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tics and “Mifers; I thall now apply it to Free- 
thinkers. 

Liberty and Truthare the main Points which thefe 
Gentlemen pretend to have in view; to proceed, 
therefore, methodically, i will endeavour to thew in 
the firft place that Liberty and Truth are not in 
themfelves defirable, but only as they relate toa fur-- 
ther End. And Secondly, that the fort of Liberty 
and Truth (allowing them thofe Names) which our 
Free-thinkers afe ali theft Induftry to promote, is de- 

ftruétive of that End,’ 22. Human Happinef$: And 
confequently, that Species, as fuch, inftead of being’ 
encouraged or efteetned, merit the Deteftation an 
Abhorrence of ali honeft Men. And inthe laft Place 
‘& defign to thew, that under the Pretence of advan 
cing Liberty and Truth, they do in reality promote 
the tw6 contrary Evils. _ A 
As to the firft Point, It:has' been obferved that it 
is the Duty of each particular Perfon to ain at the 
Happinefs of his Fellow-Creatures ; atid that as this 
View is of a wider or narrower Extent, it argues a 
Mind more or lefs virzuous. ‘Hence it follows, 
that a Liberty of doing good A@ions which con- 
duce to the Felicity of Mankind, aad a Knowledge 
of fuch Truths as might either givens Pleafure in 
the Contemplation of them, or dire& our Condu@ 
to the great Ends.of Life, are valuable Perfe@ions. 
But fhall a good Man, therefore, preter a Liberty 
to commit Murder or Adultery, before the wholfom 
reftraint of Divine and Haman Laws? Or thall a 
wife Man prefer the Knowledge of a troublefom 
and. affliGing Truth, befote 4 pleafant Error that 
would cheer his Soul with Joy and Comfort, and 
be attended with no ill Confequences? Surely no 
Man of common Senfe would thark him, who had 
put it in his Power to execute the fudden Suggefti- 
ons of a Fit of Paffion or Madnei3. or imagine him- 
felf obliged to a Perfon, who by farwardly inform- 
ing him of ill News, had caufed his Soul to antici- 
pate that Sorrow which the would ha¥e gever felt, 
fo long as the ungrateful Truth Jay ne 
y? et 





Let us thet: refped the Happinefs of our Species, 
and in this Light examine the Proceedings of the 
Free-thinkers. From what Giants and Monfters 
would thefe Knight-errants undertake to free the 
World? From the Ties that Religion impofeth 
on eur Minds, from the Expectation of a foture 


Judgment, and from the Terrors of atroubled Con-. 


{cience, not by reforming Mens Lives, but by giv- 

ing Encouragement to their Vices. What arethofe 

important Truths of which they would convince 

Mankind? That there is no fuchthing as a wifeand 

- juft Providence. That the Mind of Man is Cor- 

- poreal. That Religion is a Statc-trick, contrived to 
make Men honeft and virtuous, and to procure 8 
Subfiftence to others for teaching and exhortin 
them to be fo. That the good Tidings of Life 
Immortality, brought to Light by the Gofpel, are 
Fables and Impoftures. From believing that weare 
made in the Image of God, they would degrade us 
to an Opinion that we are on a Level with the 
Beafts chat perifh. What Pleafure or what Advan- 
tage do th:fe Notions bring to Mankind? Is ‘it of 
any Ufe to the Publick that good Men fhould lofe 
the comfortable Profpe& of a Reward totheir Vir- 
tue, or the Wicked be encouraged tu perfiftin their 
Impiety from an Affurance that they fhall not be 
punithed for it hereafter ? 

Allowing, therefore, thefe Men to be Patrons of 
Liberry and Truth, yet it is of fuch Truths and 
that fort of Liberty which makes them juftly be 
looked upon as Enemies to the Peace and Happi- 
nefs of the World. But upon a thorcagh and im- 
partial View it will be found that their Endeavours 
inftead of advancing the Ceaufe of Liberty an 

Truth, tend only to introdyce Slavery and Error 
among Men. are two Parts in our Nature, 
the Bafer, which confifts of our Senfes and Paffions, 
aod the more Noble and Rational, which is proper- 
ly the Fiaman Part, the other being common tous 


with Brutes. The Inferior Part is a much 


ftronger, and has always the ftart of Reafon, which, 
if in the perpetual ftraggle between them, it were 
not aided from Heaven by Religion, wou'd almoft 
univerfally be vanquith Man becomes Slave 
to his Paffiops, which as it is the moft grievous and 
fhameful Slavery, fo it is the genuine Refult of that 
Liberty which is propofed by overturnity Religi- 
on. Nor is the other Part of their’ Defign ‘better 
executed. into their pretended Tryths; are 
they not fo mafty wretched Abfurdities, maintained 
in Oppofition to the Light of Nature and Divine 
Revelation by fly Innuendos and cold Jefts, by fuch 
pitiful Sophifms and fuch confufed and indigefted 
Notions, that one wou'd vehemently fufpe& thofe 
Men ufarped the Name of Free-shinkers, with the 
fame View that Hypocrites do that of Godlinefs, 
that it may ferve for a Cloak to cover the contrary 


@ 


I thall clofe this Difcourfe with a Paralell Re. 
fle&tion on thefe three Species, who feem to be al. 
lied, by a certain Agreement, in Mediocrity of Up. 
derftanding. A Critsck is intirely. given. up to the 
Purfuit of Learning; when he has got it, is’ his 
Judgment clearer, his Imagination livelier, or hig 
Manners more polite than thofe of other Men? [|g 
it obferved that a Mifer, when he has acquired hig 
faperfluous Eftate, eats, drinks, or fleeps with more 
SatisfaGtion, that he has a chearfuller Mind, or re. 
lifhes any of the Enjoyments of Life better than his 
Neighbours? The Free-thinkers plead hard for 
Licence to think freely; they have it; but what 
Ufe do they make of it? Are they eminent for any 
fublime Difcoveries in any of the Arts and Scien. 
ces? Have they been Authors of any Inventions 
that conduce to the Well-being of Mankind? Do 
their Writings thew a greater depth of Defign, a 
clearer Method, or more juft and corre&@ Reafon- 
ing than thofe of other Men? 

There is a great Refemblance in their Geni 
but the Critick and A4jfer are only Ridiculous 
Contemptible Creatures, while the Free-thinker is al- 
fo a Pernicious one. 
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